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INVENTOR (S) : Marritt, William 
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AB Disclosed is a polyuronic acid having an av. d.p. less 

than 20. The method of the present invention comprises the steps: (a) 
providing a soln. contg. 5 wt . % or more of a high mol . wt . 
polyuronic acid predominantly as its lithium salt; (b) 

adding hydrogen peroxide and a ferrous salt to the soln. prepd. in step 
(a) to oxidatively degrade the high mol. wt . polyuronic 
acid; and (c) isolating a polyuronic acid 

having an av. d.p. less than 20 obtained in step (b) . Thus, polyguluronic 
acid and polymannuronic acid were prepd. from alginic acid with lithium 
hydroxide in presence of hydrogen peroxide and ferrous sulfate. 
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